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ﬁne art

INTERVIEW WITH ASHEVILLE'S
ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONIST

Jonas Gevard

onas Gerard is perhaps the area’™s most

prolific and well-known artise. He has

already coneributed a painting o the

Smithsonian Muscum in Washington,

3.0, s work has sold around the

globe to both private and public collec-

tions, Gerand’s pamtings are probably
best categonized as "achon painting,” a
brasch of abstract expressionsm,

As the ereative process of an sction
painter demiands a strong physical involve-
ment, he splashes his paing onto the canvas
or applics it with wild, almost random brush
strokes. Here “action” refers rather to the
pamter’s physical engagement than to the
artistic resule, but obviowsly the methodol-
oy wstally shows up i the resule. The
purpase of this way of paintiog is o obtan
A maxamum amount of expression with a
minimum of effore, His years of medita-
tion has created a clear path for the fearless
process of channeling creative encrgy.

Rapid River Magazine: The majority of
yair work today seems o be abstract an.
What exactly draws you to this field, as op-
posed to other genres you have worked with
in the past?

Jonas Gerard: Tn
abstraction the
message 15 directly
aimed at the very
essence, the very
core of the viewer.
My interest 15 to
Qpe a gieway
for the creative eneriy to come throueh,
Because the nmage is not connected o any
identifiable subject maner, the creative
energy contained within it is then free from
mental interpretation, judgment or apinion.
Bypassing the intellecy, it has the power to
reach a much decper level of receprivity

thar miost people are not aware they pos-
sess. [t catches the viewer by surprise and,
bingo, contact is made. The intuition is fully
Tunctioning and 3 large range of emotions s
evioked without knewing why,

RRM: Your work is full of bright color and
life. What exactly inspires you to create such
vivid designs?

JG: My mother 15 Brazilam, my father s Pa-
ristan atidd Twas borm i Casablaned (Where
| happen o be riglt now as | am answering
these questions via eimail), Need | say more?

RRM: You are an abstract artist. The South
is knoom as a difficult venue for abstract art
What is your feeling abour this?

JG: In Asheville, people are very attracted
o this wirestrained and polimited area
regardless of s Southern location. There

is an arnsuc appeal o this magical ciry and
people who are ready w be fed come here
for the arts, the mnsic, the theatre, and the
dance. The list goes on and on. Absoract art
i included.

RRM: What inspires you?
3G: Life.

RRM: What are your major influences? Any
arusts in partcular who have influenced
your work, or perhaps other media such as
music and movies?

3G: T the arts it's definitely painters like
William DeKooning, Franz Kline, and
Robert Motherwell, In music it's Middle
Eastern and contemporary Flamenco, and
music from Crirgue du Soleil. In film the 3D
adveritare of Avatar.

RRM: You have lived in many beautiful

places. Does your current residency location
affect your are? If 5o, how?

IG: Asheville has welcomed me so well thar
vy art took another leap within towards
more freedom than | have ever expenenced
before, My art continues o blossom,

RRM: Your expressive way with color and
COMPpOsiton are very exciting, What goes
through your mind while you are creating a
W painting?

3B: The mind is i recess, the intuition is on

full fiaree.

RRM: 1= art an expression or 3 means?

3G: At just is. 1t's not this or that. [t just is.

RRM: What is the artist’s role in the com-
munity today and has it changed in vour
Lifetime?

JG: The role of the arnst is extremely im-
portant. [vsupports us going decper within,
away froan all the trials and tribulation and
the demands of everyday life. My art is con-
tmncusly changng and my life continuously
chamges along wath it My life &= about art
and art is about my life. The vwo are one,

Painting performance Sanurday,
April @, begerrme ar 2 pon, fonas
Crerard Fine Are, 240 Clingrman
Ave., in Asheville, For more details phone
(B28) 350-F7 1, visit wwwjorasgerand, com.,



